[Haemophilus influenzae pulmonary infection in patients infected with the human immunodeficiency virus].
Haemophilus influenzae has frequently been identified as the etiologic agent in pneumonias of patients with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection. The experience of the authors is reviewed and the significance of isolating this microorganism in respiratory samples commented upon. The clinical, radiological and microbiological data of patients with HIV infection in whom H. influenzae was identified in blood, lung tissue, or samples of the lower respiratory tract obtained by fibrobronchoscopy were retrospectively evaluated. Twenty cases were diagnosed with 75% presenting bilateral lung infiltration. In 70% the isolation sample was that of bronchoalveolar lavage. In 40% of the total another microorganism was identified in coinfection with H. influenzae, of which Mycobacterium tuberculosis was the most frequent. Thirty-five percent of the cases presented antecedents of one or several previous pulmonary infections. H. influenzae infection was not observed with either concomitant or previous infections in 20% of the patients. A high frequency of pneumonias by Haemophilus influenzae with bilateral radiologic presentation have been found. H. influenzae is frequently demonstrated as in coinfection with other agents. The role that this microorganism has in pulmonary infection of patients with HIV infection is not clearly defined.